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Vera
Okay. So the first question I'm going to ask you is what is your story of disability?

Domenic 
I have muscle disease and I've been a study case since age three, and autistic and a feeding disorder.

Domenic 
Okay. Well, I want to tell you before COVID I went to Melmark and went out with my staff and I worked/volunteered at Epic.

Vera 
Yep. So, prior to COVID you used to do Melmark and I know you're back at Melmark now, right?  

Domenic
Yes. For three weeks.

Vera
So for three weeks you've been back? So tell me how Melmark is different, hw Melmark was before COVID and then tell me a little bit about how Melmark is now.

Domenic 
Well, before COVID Melmark used to do bells, used to do plays, swimming, socialize and be
around people. That's before COVID.

Vera 
And it's changed quite a bit now. Right?

Domenic 
Yes. Now, all we have is six people room in the same building, same place. And wear masks.

Domenic
No. No theatre.

Vera 
No theater now. And what about swimming? Do you do swimming now?

Domenic 
No, can't.

Vera 
No swimming either?

Domenic 
No.

Vera 
Yeah. Yeah. So the other thing, Dom, you said that you used to have a staff person that used to take you out? I guess was that when you got home from program?

Domenic 
Yes.

Vera 
And are you doing that now? Or when was when do you think that might resume?

Domenic 
It just did after a year.

Vera 
So during COVID you were home, right?

Domenic
Yes.

Vera
And how did that sort of change with being home? Were you home by yourself? Were your parents with you?

Domenic 
My mom.

Domenic 
She stopped working.

Vera 
And then when mom went back to work, what what change occurred?

Domenic 
I had my nurse.

Domenic 
We did a lot of Zoom together, Melmark and dance lessons with Miss Sheila.

Vera 
Okay, so was there any time where you guys thought you might have had COVID?

Domenic 
Yes.

Vera 
Okay. And that's when you did the quarantining?

Domenic 
Yes, my nurse, they had COVID. And we had to be quarantined.

Vera 
How about the holidays, Dom? Did you miss anything about any of the holidays or anything like that?

Domenic 
Yes. We had to be by yourself.

Vera 
So what are your concerns or hopes for the future? Do you have anything that you're hoping will happen to maybe stop this disease or something like that?

Domenic 
Yes. Well, first I would tell you about people not wearing masks when they're supposed to be. That's my concern.

Vera 
That's your concern. People should be wearing their masks still. Right?

Domenic 
Yes. And my hope for down the road is the end of the pandemic and that things would go somewhat back to normal.

Vera
And Domenic, have you received your vaccine yet?

Domenic
Yes.

Vera 
Okay. And is there anything else you want to tell me about what you wish or your hope is for COVID in the future? Or for you even, what your plans are for the future with, you know, dealing with COVID?

Domenic 
I can't wait til the masks come off.

Vera 
Yes. And how about for program? Is there any hopes or wishes that you have for program?

Domenic 
Yes, I will wait for when it's safe and open and back to the plays, swimming, bells, and seeing people, and hugs.

Vera
And hugging people?

Domenic
Oh yes!

Vera 
And that volunteer work that you do, you haven't done it since COVID started?

Domenic
No.

Vera
Do you think you're going to be going back to that anytime soon?

Domenic 
Not anytime soon.

Vera 
Okay, um, so, Domenic, I'm not sure about this, because we haven't discussed this, but did you lose anyone due to COVID?

Domenic 
Oh, yes. I lost someone, one of my friends at Melmark died COVID.

Vera 
Was it a staff person? Or an individual?

Domenic 
Individual not on staff.

Vera 
Ohh, okay. And you were really close with them, Dom?

Domenic 
Yes.

Vera 
I'm so sorry. I didn't know that. I'm sorry. So did they did they live there at Melmark?

Domenic 
Melmark off campus.

Domenic 
It's scary COVID. And I worry about more people dying from COVID.

Domenic 
And many people died already.

Domenic 
Yes, well, my concern, my challenge, about why I can't go to the market is because we're afraid we're going to get sick.

Vera 
Right and that would have been scary for you because your immune system is down a little bit already, right?

Domenic
Yes, and I can end up in the hospital alone.

Vera 
Right, right. Exactly.

Domenic 
I can't speak by myself. It's scary.

Domenic 
I did like Bingo on Zoom. And dancing.

Domenic 
And dance with Christine.

Domenic 
Oh, I didn't like President Trump not wearing a mask.

Vera 
So you enjoyed all of your Zoom activities that you had during COVID but you weren't really
happy with not being able to see people because you're a people person, correct?

Domenic 
That is why. And flybys, I made my healthcare workers a sign that I held up.

Vera 
Oh, wow. Okay. So you made the healthcare workers a sign? What was that for your neighbor that works for healthcare?

Domenic 
Yes. And the nurse.






